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Q & AsB

Q. | maxed out several of my
credit cards during the holiday
season. How will that affect
my credit score?

A. It is very important to keep
the balance of your credit
cards at less than 30% of your
credit limit. For example, if

you have a $1,000 credit card
limit, your balance should be at
or under $300. Anything over
30% will decrease your credit
score. If you have maxed out
your credit card limit, let
NeighborWorks help you de-
velop a payment plan that gets
you back on track and restores
your credit.

Q.l 6ve been thi
walking away from my home
since | can no longer afford
my mortgage payment. | tried
to sell the pr
had any offers. Help!

A. You may feel that walking
away from the home is your
only option, however, keep in
mind - if the house is sold
through a sheriff sale and the
sale price is less than the
amount you owe, the lender
can sue you for the difference.
The best thing to do is contact
NeighborWorks and let one of
our certified counselors help
you make a welformed and
educated decision.
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UNEFGHBODRWORKS HELPS HILLTOP

NEIGHBORS KEEP THEIR HOMES

In collaboration with the Hilltop Alliance  NeighborWorks can help, freef-charge.

and the Brashear Association, Neighbor- NeighborWorks foreclosure prevention

Works Western Pennsylvania is reaching counselors go through extensive train-

out to residents of the 10 neighborhoods ing and deliver our services in a trust-
which comprise Pitt wdthyargltodnpassibnate manogr.,Now h o
are in danger of losing their homes throughgimmicks, no scams, no fraud.

foreclosure.

Using data provided by administrators of
the Pittsburgh Community Neighborhood
Information System (PNCIS), maintained in
the University of Pi
Social and Urban Research, nearly 400
Hilltop households faced with tax delin-
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quencies or possible sheriff sales were Pl
mailed information about the free, confi-

dential foreclosure prevention counseling The Brashear Assaciation

assistance NeighborWorks has to offer.

Negotiating a mortgage loan modification m
can be extremely difficutand t her e

reason individuals and families need to Pittsburgh Neighborhood and

take on this process themselves when KR e e s M =

NEIGHBORWORKS IN BEA VER COUNTY

The mission of
NeighborWorks NeighborWorks Western  NeighborWorks counseloras a loss in income ancbaten-
Western Pennsylvania is | Pennsylvania is pleased to and native of Beaver tial negative impact on their credit
financial empowerment announce our expansion int€ounty, is available at  score.But, NeighborWorks ser-

that promotes Beaver County, through a CareerLink, Beaver Val- vices are not limited just to job
homeownership and relationship with PA Careerdey Mall, each Monday seekers at the site. NeighborWorks
Link. and Friday, from 8:30 am free budget and credit counseling

stable communities. \ . .
services are available to anyone in

the community who needs assis-

At Career Li nktoé4:530pénéaver

This goal is realized by Valley Mall site, located in Many people currently

helping individuals and Monaca, PA, arearesidentsu si ng Car ee rqnge ri1n |g%vesloningos%und money
families strengthen their can utilize our free counsel-assistance programs are Management skills.

financial security through ing and education services itaking advantage of To schedule an appointment, call
education programs and a confidential and friendly NeighborWorks free on- 412/2819773.

counseling services. environment. site budget and credit

counseling services, as Pmmy/wzm'a °
T Grzelka, a certified services, C L k
ammy Grzelka, a certifie they deal with issuesuch areer ln




Visit www.nwwpa.org for the list of upcoming Homebuyer Education workshops.

TIPS FOR TAX SEASON

First of all, see if you qualify to Second, make sure you take 6

have your tax return prepared advantage of the Earned In- =
at a Volunteer Income Tax As- come Tax Credit. EITC is a

sistance (VITA) site. VITA sites refundable federal income loan fees that often translate to
are sponsored by the IRS and  tax credit for lowto-moderate  nefty percentage rates.

provide free tax preparation income working individuals

assistance for lowto-moderate  and families. Find outifyou  'Nese fees can greatly reduce the
income taxpayers. To learn quality by visiting amount of your return. By waiting
more, visit United Way of Alle- . a few days, you can get your re-
gheny Countyds web WW.IIS.QQV fund free from the IRS.
click on 0Get Hraild, avoid thé\téntptatn ofv i Ahd’lﬁna"y, if you are getting a
eligibility requirements, you will FastMoney Loans- called refund, NeighborWorks can help

have accesstothe listoflocal 6 Ref und Ant i ci poafigir®dut ways ® pay down
VITA sites and instructionson and O0Ref und An HebtandRvn develdp a savings
what to bring to your appoint- Checks. 6 When pglahuwelkdh @ssist you in estab-
ment. these services, you are actu- |ishing a nest egg that gives you
ally borrowing against your  financial security for your future.

www.unitedwaypittsburgh.org :
own tax refund, with

PITTSBURGH SAVES

ERICA
ves

START SmaLrL. THINK Bic.

Pittsburgh Saves, an initiative of the Financial Educa- During America Saves Week, individuals will be en-

tion Consortium of Western Pennsylvania (coordinated couraged to enroll as a Saver and get assistance in

by NeighborWorks Western Pennsylvania) is part of theleveloping strategies to meet their savings goals.

America Saves Campaign, a nationwide efforttoen- | g cal |y, oPittsburgh Savesé pledge f
courage individuals to pay off debt and save to reach  ¢jyded in packets distributed at various Allegheny

financial goals. County VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Preparation As-

Each year, one week i s s eSistangd gitgpevhesethoysapdsofincamgligidde, y e s

We e kwhen local concentrated efforts are made to ~ 'esidents get their tax returns prepared freef-
persuade Americans to build wealth, not debt. This charge. The goal is to incent VITA site participants to

year, America Saves week is scheduled for February 2¢ePend their tax returns wisely, and more importantly,
-27. deposit a portion of their refund into a savings ac-

count or savings bond.

Most Americans are not saving adequately for retire-
ment, and many lowincome households do not have
emergency savings for unexpected expenditures like a €S in the Pittsburgh region.
car repair.

Currently, nearly 800 individuals are registered Sav-
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NEIGHBORWORKS FREE BUDGET &
COUNSELING SERVICES NOW

AVAILABLE IN BEECHVIEW

NeighborWorks free budget & credit
counseling services are now available
2ht Senator Wayne F
1660 Broadway Avenue, Beechview,

6 PAABeechview Office,

- PHDC
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m‘lt'?ng services are being provided
through support from ESB Bank, the ~ Through prepurchase and credit
Unbath Redsvelomierty Authbrityaofl  E counseling services, clients may be
» Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Housing Devel- abl e t o purchase one o
opment Corporation, the Pennsylvania newlyrenovated affordable homes
rkDepartment of Community & Economic in Beechview, for as little as $375 a
Development and Community Leaders month.

for Beechview. NeighborWorks services are avail-

NeighborWorks can also help individu- able in Beechview on Thursdays,
ls who are pursuing home ownership from 10 am to 3 pm. Call 412/281-
Sin conjunction with Pittsburgh Housing 9773 to schedule an appointment.
Devel opment Corpor

hood Stabilization Program.



